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Meditation, Meanderings, and Musings from Pastor Kathy 

“If you look the right way, you can see that the whole world is a garden.” 

Frances Hodgson Burnett 

 

     What is your garden growing right now? Are there tomatoes or peppers that 

you can’t wait to harvest in August? Maybe you have filled your space with vivid 

flowers or flowering shrubs that bring you joy. Some of us might do better with 

pots on a porch or deck or maybe you lean toward a window box as your garden. 

This is the season when hope springs eternal and from a few tiny seeds you 

might just have next month’s salad or lovely bouquet. 

 

 We can find considerable comfort in cultivating and watering and making 

sure our plants have just the right amount of light. To nurture a plant and be 

there to realize its full potential is a gift. When we cultivate an idea, it too needs 

our continuing attention. In this period of transition here at the Federated 

Church, what ideas might all of us cultivate? Where do we see potential for 

growth? What practices may need pruning? How do we prayerfully and inten-

tionally keep open the possibility of new germs of ideas? Where is God’s light 

shining a focus for this congregation? Is there food to be harvested or beauty to 

be spread that will help us live into our call to be bearers of God’s love? 

 

 Look around and behold all that is growing around us – our children, our 

community, our world. How will we nurture the growth with a face turned to-

ward the light of justice and peace, grace and mercy, to which God calls us?  

 

 I hope you each find delight in summer’s bounty and that you will find joy 

in time spent among the growing things. 

 

       Peace and blessings, 

       Kathy  

 

 

        



Report of the Financial Secretary, Sandra Grover 
 

2023 Congregational Giving Budgeted:         $ 66,000.00 

Congregational Giving 1/1-6/28/2023  $ 23,429.79 

Building use  1/1-6/28/2023    $   1,600.00 

Fundraising  1/1-6/28/2023   $      505.00 

        

The Federated Church of East Arlington 

Church attendance  
 

                 Adults           Children      
6/4  26  6  
6/11  21  3  
6/18  23  1 
6/25  24  4 
   
 
 

And many on Zoom and by phone 

Website: federatedchurchofeastarlington.org  Facebook: Federated Church of East Arlington 

Email:     federatedchurch05250@gmail.com  YouTube:  Federated Church of East Arlington, Vt 
     Church office:  802-375-2548 
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Church Council          Team Members 

Chair    Sue Congdon 
Treasurer   Olavi Wirkki 
Clerk    Sandra Grover 
Ex Officio-   Pastor Kathy Clark 
Building and Grounds  Ed Coy       1. Alyson Grzyb  2. Jeff McConnell 
Education   Tammy Lang      1. Scott Lang  2.  
Finance   Alyson Grzyb     1. Scott Lang    2.  
Worship & Ministry  David Moore     1. Phyllis Warren 2.  
Missions & Outreach  Sandra Grover     1. Gail Rice  2.  Ann Smith                

Pastor Parish Relations Panel 

The Pastor Relations Panel (PPRP) is your 
church committee that seeks to support and 
maintain an open and healthy relationship 
between the pastor and members of our con-
gregation.  One of the main ways we can do 
this is to hear from you, the congregation.  

This month we welcome Ann Smith as a new 
member.  If you have any issues you feel we 
should be aware of or any comments regard-
ing our pastor or any other church-wide is-
sues, please email or contact one of the listed 
panel members.  

ALTAR PANEL 
 

A person is needed to help set up for Communion 

on the first Sunday of each month.  

VT Conference UCC E-Kit 

www.vtcucc.org  

Click on green circle “subscribe to weekly newsletter” 

then choose e-kit for weekly news.   

 

Our Church Profile 

www.vtcucc.org/pastoral-openings  

http://Www.vtcucc.org
http://www.vtcucc.org/pastoral-openings
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   July Birthdays 

8 – Fred Kerner 

 307 Gage Street 

 Bennington, VT   05201 

11 –Bonnie Barnes 

 1999 VT Route 7A 

 Arlington, VT   05250 

14 – Marcelo Barrios 

 827 South Road 

 Sunderland, VT   05250 

19 –Anna Bushee 

 957 Kansas Road 

 East Arlington, VT   05252 

31 –John Frost 

 16 Kempton Place, Apt. 6 

 Saratoga Springs, NY   12866 

July Anniversaries  
17 – Carolyn & Kipper Brown 

 26 Jasper Lane 

 Arlington, VT   05250 

 

Youth and Children’s birthdays 

8, 2016 Charley Wood 

     
   

 

 

Southwest Association, UCC  

Prays for their Churches 
 

Each week one of the churches in the  Southwest Asso-

ciation, UCC, will be prayed for by the other churches in 

the association. 

June 4:     Second Congregational Church of Bennington 

June 11:   United Church of Benson 

June 18:   Brandon Congregational Church  

June 25:   Federated Church of Castleton 
 

Lectionary Readings for July 

July 2:  Genesis 22:1-14; Psalm 13 

 Romans 6:12-23; Matthew 10:40-42 

July 9:  Genesis 24: 34-38, 42-49, 58-67; Psalm 45:10-17 

 Romans 7:15-25; Matthew 11:16-19, 24-30 

July 16:  Genesis 25:19-34; Psalm 119:105-112 

 Romans 8:1-11; Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

July 23:  Genesis 28:10-19; Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24 

 Romans 8:12-25; Matthew 13:24-30 

July 30:  Genesis 29:15-28; Psalm 105:1-11, 45 

 Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

July Helping Hands Needed 
 

We need helpers to assist with our services. 
Sign up for: 

Greeter—1 per service 

Altar flowers each Sunday 

Readers—1 per month, or share with someone 

Refreshment time—set up, clean up 

Altar—1 or 2 per week—once a month to set up 
for Communion,  polish cross, candleholders if 
needed, check candles, replace if needed. 

2023 June Bentley Scholarship Awards 
 

The Federated Church Scholarship Panel is pleased 

to announce that six scholarships were awarded to 

local high school graduates in 2023.  The awardees 

are Jassie Fang, Paige Gunther, Gwendolyn 

McGowan, Schyler Nolan, Andris Petry, and Sarah 
Tilley.  Upon successful completion of their first 

semester at college the recipients can claim their 

awards by sending a copy of their transcripts to 

the church office.  

Congratulations and best wishes to all the recipi-

ents! 
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Individually 

wrapped 

snacks for 

Summer Lunch 

Program.   

We hope all the children are 
having a wonderful blessed 

summer!! 

 

 

 

 

There is a box in Bailey Hall for in-

dividually wrapped snack items for 

this program.   

Adventures In Reading 
 

Thanks to Karen Coy and Phyllis Skidmore for editing the new 
book lists and Sandy Grover for publishing, the 2023 - 2024 

Adventures in Reading Book List should be ready soon. Please 
let Phyllis Warren know if you would like to join Adventures in 
Reading! 
 

Our annual lunch is set for July 21 at 11 AM at the Grille at 
Mount Anthony Country Club. More information will be sent 

via email.  
 

Enjoy reading this summer and remember to hydrate! 

 
 

Holy Joe’s Café 

Holy Joe’s Café is a place where military Chaplains  are 
able to bring a taste of home to the tired,  the anxious,  
the angry, the lonely and the wounded.  They all get a 
coffee, a reminder that the world they willingly left be-
hind still cares, and it opens conversations with the chap-
lains. 

Every dollar we put in the basket on Sunday mornings is 
sent to help support the military chaplains here and 
around the world.   Thank you. 

New address 

Kathy and Roger Clark 

159 Matteson Road 

North Bennington, VT   05257 
 

Cell phone:  802-733-2162 

Ways we can help! 
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Arlington Area Food Shelf 2023 
 

The Arlington Food Shelf 
P.O. Box 723 

Arlington, VT   05250 
 

Please donate non-perishable food.  Place in box in 
church entry or  the box in the garage (small door).   
99 pounds added = 236 pounds       

  Worship With Us in person and on Zoom 

10:00 a.m. 

Masks optional       Also: via Zoom using this link: 
 https://us02web.zom.us/j/89119439251.   

Or join by phone at 1-646-876-9923 and you will be asked for 
the Meeting ID and you should enter    891 1943 9251 fol-
lowed by the # sign.   

 Our services are on GNAT Sundays at 9:30a.m. and 
6:00 p.m. and Wednesdays at 6:30 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. on chan-
nels 1074, 1084 and 1094 or go to the GNAT -TV website to 
view them anytime after Tuesday of each week. 

federatedchurchofeastarlington.org 

 Watch for an email from Kathy with the       Sunday 
bulletin and link to join. 

Empath 

Across the room, 
across the universe, 
and across our souls, 
the invitation to empathy 
is one that dares us 

to suspend 
our god of ego, 
in order to crack 
ourselves open 
to the possibility 
of experiencing 
a world in which 
someone else resides. 

“Enter at your own risk!” 
is a cosmic understatement 
for this opportunity. 

All who immerse themselves 
into such a possibility 
are among the holy, 
whose raison d’être 
is revealed to be 
an invitation 
to sacred community. 

© 2023 Todd Jenkins 

 

 

Readers 2023 

January Alyson 

February Olavi 

March  David 

April  Jeff 

May  Patti 

June  Karen U. 

July  Phyllis 

August Jeff 

September Karen U. 

October Sue W. 

November Olavi 

December Karen U. 
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